Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.113; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.5.
In the title compound, [Mn(C 10 H 7 N 2 O 2 ) 2 (H 2 O) 4 ], the Mn II atom, lying on an inversion center, has an octahedral environment with four coordinated water molecules in the equatorial plane and two N atoms from two 4-(imidazol-1-yl)-benzoate ligands at the axial sites. The complex molecules are connected into a three-dimensional network by extensive hydrogen bonds between the water molecules and the carboxylate O atoms.
Related literature
For the good coordination ability and diverse coordination modes of ligands containing imidazole and carboxylate groups, see : Fan et al. (2004) ; Sun et al. (2005) . For the construction of metal-organic frameworks using ligands based on imidazolyl and carboxylate groups as building blocks, see : Carlucci et al. (2008) ; Zhang et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Mn(C 10 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
Over past few years, considerable effort was paied in the study of metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) owing to their intriguing structural diversity and potential application in adsorption, molecular recognition, catalysis and maganetism. The field of molecular magnets has attracted great interest from different horizons for many years. In this context, the ligand containing imidazole and carboxylate groups is of special interest due to its good coordination ability and diverse coordination modes (Fan et al., 2004; Sun et al., 2005) . However, the reports of ligands based on imidazole and carboxylate groups as building blocks for the construction of MOFs (Carlucci et al., 2008; Zhang et al., 2007) are still rare. In this paper, we report the synthesis and structural characterzation of the title compound.
As shown in Fig solution was added dropwise with constant stirring until the mixed solution was clear. The resulting solution was filtered and the slow evaporation of filtrate in air gave rise to the desirable products, which were subsequently washed twice with Et 2 O (yield 38%).
Refinement
All H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically. (14) 0.01717 (15 supplementary materials sup-6 
